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Essential public health protections are in jeopardy. Schools and programs in public health (SPPH), an essential foundation of this country's health infrastructure, must decide how to counter these threats. As SPPH incorporate new competencies identified by the Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH) into their curricula (bit.ly/2qGDY7c), they have an opportunity to reconsider how best to prepare students for the challenges of the 21st century, including developing student capacity to document and educate policymakers and the public on the consequences of harmful policy changes and advocate for healthier alternatives. In this editorial, we explore how SPPH can integrate the mandate to revise public health curricula with the ethical obligation to protect the public against policies that undermine public health.
PUBLIC HEALTH STUDENT-FACULTY COMPETENCIES
By engaging in activities that develop the competencies outlined in the following paragraphs, SPPH can contribute to a robust defense of the public health enterprise. Table 1 provides examples of activities that can challenge some of the harmful health policies being proposed in Washington while also preparing students to master the new CEPH competencies.
Document Issues and Communicate Findings
SPPH prepare students to document health problems, summarize evidence, analyze policy options, and frame health messages that can enlist support for healthpromoting programs. For example, faculty can teach students how to document the impact of losing health insurance coverage or the health consequences of cuts to reproductive health services and then share these findings in scientific articles, legislative testimony, and the media. For better or worse, the administration's multiple health and environmental initiatives provide an opportunity for SPPH faculty and students to use experiential learning to develop essential skills.
Use Tested Strategies to Convey Policy Impact
The 2016 campaign demonstrated that politicians across the ideological spectrum have recognized the growing importance of communications: framing messages, appealing to emotions, and applying informatics and social media for a more sophisticated reach. 2 In the age of 
Support New Voices in the Policy Arena
Throughout the 2016 campaign, the voices of millions of immigrants, young people, people of color, and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and questioning (LGBTQ) people-all populations who suffer disproportionally from poor health outcomes in this countrywere excluded from the national dialogue. 5 Amplifying the voices of those whose health is most adversely affected by harmful policies should be a priority for SPPH-and is now more imperative than ever.
Developing new leadership is another key competency for public health professionals. Through interactions with citizen and advocacy groups, public health students and faculty can partner with emerging leaders and support their skill development in public health. Promising leaders may be recruited to become public health students or faculty. Service learning and continuing education can be useful platforms for developing skills sets for new leaders.
Ally With Social Justice Movements
In the first decades of the last century, social movements, health reformers, and progressive officials joined forces to improve sanitation, housing, and working conditions in ways that led to substantial improvements in population health. 6 Today, movements to protect immigrants' rights, expand access to affordable health care, end mass incarceration, and address discrimination against
LGBTQ populations have the potential to mobilize communities to resist harmful policies in these areas. SPPH can volunteer to synthesize relevant research evidence and offer space for community forums, as well as educate, organize, and advocate. These activities also develop student competencies in advocacy and community organizing, better preparing graduates for effective participation in the social justice movements that have long driven public health advances.
Challenge the Status Quo to Effect Change
SPPH have struggled to find the right balance between taking action to improve health and protecting their professional status. Too often, public health professionals are constrained by the many silos that limit their capacity to bring together the expertise, coalitions, and political power needed to overcome harmful policies. To meet emerging challenges, SPPH can model an alternative approach by working across disciplinary, sectoral, and other borders to respond to attacks on public health. SPPH can convene experts from different sectors (e.g., housing, education, criminal justice, community development, environmental science) and activists from social justice movements who are fighting to improve health conditions. SPPH can become the crucible for interdisciplinary analysis and action to protect public health. Improvements in population health have often been led by individuals with the backbone and skills to stand up to and overcome special interests. Public health faculty need to model these attributes for their students, even if it may jeopardize federal or corporate funding or the approval of established authorities.
CONCLUSIONS
In closing, we suggest three essential changes in SPPH. First, schools must recognize that evidence alone will not win over the public or policymakers; effective professionals also need to tell stories that connect to people's deeply held values and beliefs. Second, SPPH may need to let go of the academic timetables, professional jargon, and disciplinary silos that impede their being credible partners with advocates, communities, and social movements, historically the most effective actors in changing harmful policies. Finally, if SPPH want to be judged by their impact on health, they must fully engage in the political processes that shape health and disease.
The policies enacted and proposed by President Trump and certain congressional leaders could jeopardize the public health successes of recent decades and exacerbate previous increases in premature mortality and persistent health inequalities. 7 To contribute to the effort to avoid those outcomes, SPPH must embrace the task of preparing public health professionals who are ready, willing, and able to take on these challenges. By preparing their students to apply the new CEPH competencies, which are fairly generic as proposed, to the concrete realities facing public health in the United States today, SPPH can ready the workforce to meet these challenges. The precautionary principle, that basic tenet of public health practice, suggests that the time to act is now.
Ideologically Motivated Violence: A Public Health Approach to Prevention
Early on June 12, 2016, an armed man walked into a nightclub in Orlando, Florida, and began shooting. Two minutes into the rampage, he called 9-1-1, pledged allegiance to ISIS, and told the dispatcher, "You have to tell America to stop bombing Syria and Iraq. They are killing a lot of innocent people. What am I to do here when my people are getting killed over there?" He killed 49 people before being shot dead by police. His actions seemed driven by a toxic confluence of social isolation, romantic troubles, access to weapons, bigotry, and, perhaps, mental illness and radical religious beliefs.
Multiple killings in US cities including Orlando; Charleston, South Carolina; Portland, Oregon; San Bernardino, California; Colorado Springs, Colorado; and elsewhere have been driven, at least in part, by ideological extremism. These heinous acts, in concert with other social forces, have prompted large investments by the US Department of Homeland Security, State Department, and law enforcement to understand and prevent ideologically motivated violence (IMV). Dubbed "countering violent extremism" (CVE) under the Obama
